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ANIHJAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


/ 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


BOROUGH  OP  TENTER DEN 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OPFIOER  OP 

HEALTH  AND  OF  THE  CHIEF  SAUITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1 954 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1954. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the 
mid-year  Home  Population  was  4,370  which  represents  an 
increase  by  77  over  that  of  1953. 

The  number  of  births  was  63,  that  for  1953  having  been 
62,  and  the  corresponding  birth  rate  per  1,000  resident 
population  was  14.41;  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  Comparability  Factor,  which  allows  comparison 
with  other  Districts  on  the  basis  of  a  standardised 
population  the  rate  becomes  15.85*  The  high  post-war 
birth  rates  are  now  settling  to  the  equilibrium  of  pre-war 
years,  around  15,  and  should  not  involve  the  post-war 
problems  such  as  overcrowding  of  homes  and  need  for 
additional  class-rooms. 

Relative  to  the  63  births,  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
record  that  for  the  second  year  in  succession  there  'was  no 
infant  death.  Having  regard  to  the  remarkable  modern 
advance  of  Medical  Science  and  its  application  to  the 
prevention  and  treatment  of  disease,  acknowledgement  and 
appreciation  of  this  desired  objective,  may  be  expressed 
to  the  Practitioners,  Midwive  and  Health  Visitor  who  work 
in  complete  liaison  in  the  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  and  in  the  homes. 

There  were  also  no  deaths  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  abortion,  for  which  similar  credit  may  be  given. 

There  were,  however,  three  still-births,  the  basic 
cause  of  which  is  usually  obscured  by  unknown  factors,  but 
it  is  recognised  from  the  experience  and  statistics  of 
Hospital  Practice  that  skilled  ante-natal  attention  can 
keep  the  number  of  these  deaths  within  a  reasonable  limit, 
other  than  those  due  to  unavoidable  causes. 

The  crude  death-rate  was  20,36,  which  when  adjusted 
by  the  Registrar  General's  Factor  for  comparison  with  other 
Districts,  becomes  13*4.  This  higher  than  average  crude 
death-rate  is  in  proportion  to  the  larger  age  group  of 
residents  over  63  years  of  age  in  the  Borough,  and  may 
be  correlated  with  its  residential  character  and  healthy 
environment . 

Analysis  of  the  causes  of  deaths  reveals  no 
exceptional  or  unusual  factor.  The  chief  cause  of  deaths 
was  the  Heart  Diseases,  Circulatory  and  Vascular  group 
which  as  they  occur  mostly  amongst  the  very  aged,  may  be 
regarded  as  a  natural  eventuality. 

Cancer,  as  anticipated  caused  the  second  highest  number 
of  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  Lung  has  been  increasing  in 
incidence  throughout  the  Country  in  recent  years  and  has 
been  attributed  in  authorative  quarters  to  tobacco  smoking 
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but  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  from  the  evidence  of 
local  statistics  that  smoking  per  se  is  a  definite 
cause;  for  example,  there  was  no  death  in  the  Borough 
duo  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung  amongst  an  adolescent  and 
adult  population  of  3 , L; 07  persons  (Census  1951)  of  whom  it 
may  be  assumed  that  at  least  50%  are  cigarette  or  pipe 
smokers.  There  is,  of  course,  no  atmospheric  pollution 
in  the  Borough,  which,  it  is  thought,  may  also  be  a 
factor  in  causing  Lung  Cancer.  Successful  treatment 
of  all  forms  of  Cancer  depends  upon  early  diagnosis, 
which  however  is  often  complicated  by  delay  on  the  part 
of  patients. 

There  was  no  death  due  to  the  Infectious  Diseases* 

There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  12  cases 
having  been  notified,  associated  with  the  Infant  Class  of 
one  of  the  Primary  Schools.  All  the  infants  and  the 
Teacher  were  ’swabbed’,  and  two  carriers  of  the  Haemolytic 
Streptococcus  were  discovered,  isolated  and  treated  after 
which  the  outbreak  terminated.  The  disease  conformed  to 
the  present  mild  type  and  none  of  the  children  suffered 
from  any  complications.  At  least,  two  negative  ’release’ 
swabs,  from  both  throat  and  nose  should  be  obtained 
before  a  child,  who  has  suffered  from  the  disease,  however 
mild,  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  school,  as  many  small 
outbreaks  are  caused  by  convalescent  carriers.  J 

24  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  also  notified. 

Although  modern  treatment  is  highly  satisfactory,  prevention  ' 
of  sprea.d  is  impracticable  because  the  disease  is  most 
infectious,  particularly  in  schools,  before  it  is  recognised 
by  the  parents  and  the  child  is  isolated  at  home.  A  final 
decision  has  not  yet  been  reached  regarding  the  efficacy 
of  the  new  vaccines,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  near  future  will 
see  immunisation  take  a  routine  place  beside  Diphtheria 
immunisation  in  the  Child  7/elfare  Clinics  and  in  the 
Doctors’  Surgeries.  There  is  also  reason  to  hope  that  the 
new  vaccines  to  immunise  against  Poliomyelitis  will  be 
successful  and  that  eventually  immunisati on  will  become  a 
routine  procedure,  as  with  Diphtheria  immunisation  which 
has  practically  eradicated  this  ’killing’  disease  from  the 
Country  and  has  saved  the  expense  of  costly  hospit ilisation 
and  treatment* 


There  were  no  other  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious 
Disease,  other  than  Tuberculosis  which  is  classified 
administratively  as  a  separate  disease  and  for  which  area 
diagnostic  clinics  are  held  attended  by  a  Chest  Physician, 
from  where  patients  are  admitted  to  Sanatoria.  During  the 
year  four  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified# 
The  Mass  Radiography  Survey  held  from  the  2nd  to  10th  July, 
found  one  active  case  and  twenty-three  inactive  cases  of 
Lung  Tuberculosis  amongst  a  total  of  1,390  volunteers,  and 
in  the  Survey  held  for  Homewood  Secondary  School  amongst  333 
pupils  and  20  staff,  no  active  cases  and  only  two  inactive 
cases  were  discovered.  The  results  of  this  Survey  may  be 
regarded  as  having  been  satisfactory  and  indicate  that  there 
is  no  latent  reservoir  of  infection  in  the  Borough.  These 
surveys  are  of  great  value  both  from  the  negative  and 
positive  aspect.  7/hen  cases  are  discovered  in  an  early 
stage  of  the . disease ,  they  can  be  successfully  treated 
and  re— habilitated  into  society  and  perhaps  what  is  of  more 
importance  they  do  not  reach  the  stage  when  they  would  become 
open  infective  cases  who  would  spread  the  disease  to  others. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Non-Re spiratory  or  Bovine 
Tuberculosis  which  is  an  index  of  the  safety  of  the  milk 
supplies  in  the  Borough,  which  are  either  Tuberculin  Tested 
or  Pasteurised.  Abdominal,  cervical  and  other  forms  of 
Bovine  Tuberculosis,  which  wore  common  in  by-gone  years, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  occur  to-day,  in  the  light  of  the 
comprehensive  knowledge  which  has  accumulated. 

In  conclusion,  the  vital  statistics  show  that  the 
health  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  can  be  regarded  as 
having  been  in  a  satisfactory  state  and  I  should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  your  interest  and 
assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  staff 
for  their  efficiency  and  loyal  co-operation. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  Or'  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1954 


;a:- 


8,946  acres 


Registrar-General7 s 

Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident 

Population  ••• 

...  4,370 

Number  of  Inhabited 
to  the  Rate 

Houses  According 
Books  *  *  * 

...  1 ,462 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

...  £32,937 

Sum  Represented  by 

a  Penny  Rate  . . • 

...  £1 28 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Tenterden  Borough  is  a  limb  of  the  Ancient  Town 
of  Rye  and  throughout  the  Centuries  has  retained  its 
identity 3  its  character  of  charm,  and  its  historical 
traditions* 

The  Borough  is  chiefly  a  residential  district 
and  being  surrounded  by  wide  rural  areas  its  interest 
are  chiefly  those  of  agriculture* 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Tenterden 


England 

and 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Rate  re  legitimate  infants 
Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


Total 

Mi 

Ll 

District 

Wales 

1. 

Live  Births 

63 

30 

33 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

14.41 

15.2 

(a)  Legitimate 

57 

28 

29 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

6 

2 

4 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

(a)  Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Rate  per 

1  ,000  total 

45.45 

24.0 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

(live  and 

still)  births. 

3. 

Deaths 

89 

37 

52 

Death  rate 

20.36 

11.3 

per  1 ,000 
resident 

population 

4* 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

Rate  per 

Not 

Childbirth  and 

- 

- 

- 

1 ,000  ( live 

— 

known 

Abortion. 

and  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

’■•nder  One  Year 
of  Age 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

25.5 


6,  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Measles 


•  t  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
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The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  1954. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 


•  •  i 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  *  * 


12 

24 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
|17. 
18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
|29. 

30. 

31. 
|32. 

33. 

34. 
:35. 
36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IK  TLNTERDEN  BOROUGH 

DURING  1954 


ALL  CAUSES 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
Malignant  neoplasm, 


parasitic  dise; 
stomach 

lung,  brinchus 
breast 
uterus 


36S 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 
Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

Suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 


_(2nd__:'  10th  culy,  1954) 


Number  of  volunteers 


Male  .  632 

Female . .  . . .  758 

Total  1390 

Number  recalled  for  Large  Films 

Male  . . .  . . .  •••  27 

Female  •••  •••  •••  23 

Total  55 


%  recalled  for  large  films  to  number  of  volunteers: 

3.95 


Results 


Active  Tuberculosis  ...  1 
Inactive  Tuberculosis  .  •  23 
Carcinoma  of  Lung  ...  1 


Statistics  relating  to  school  children  and  staff 

T~Homo woo'd '  County  Secondary  School) 


No.  of  Large  Film  Active  '  Inactive  Cardiac 

Volunteers  Recalls  T.B.  !  T.B.  Abnormality 


'  M. 

•F. 

Total 

M.  1  F. 

I 

Total  , 

J 

1 

_  ! _ 

1 

PUPILS 

136 

197 

.  i 

333  ; 

[r  t  J  ■  -  ■ 

1 

|  i 

1  i 

b  6 

, 

i  ; 

10 

»  l 

:  t 

staff 

i 

7 

j  13 

» 

20 

i 

1  . 
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1  i 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 •  Water  Supply 

The  Cranbrook  and  District  Water  Company’s  Undertaking 
supplies  most  of  the  Borough,  and  during  the  Year  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  extension  of  the  main  along  the  Reading 
Road  to  Reading  Street,  which  will  provide  a  supply  of  water 
to  23  properties. 

Of  the  water  samples  taken  by  the  Borough  Council  of  the 
Town  supply,  all  were  satisfactory  except  one,  but  this  was 
again  satisfactory  on  re-sampling. 

An  unsatisfactory  sample  of  untreated  water  was  taken  froi 
a  well  at  Heronden  New  House  Cottages,  and  instructions  given 
to  the  Owner  and  Occupier  to  boil  all  water  before  use,  until 
repairs  to  the  well  had  been  effected. 

2.  Drainage.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Of  the  23%  of  dwellings  in  the  area  served  by  Cesspools 
or  Septic  Tanks,  few  complaints  were  received.  The  efficient 
emptying  of  Cesspools  by  the  arrangement  made  with  Messrs.  J. 
Nicholls  of  Rainham,  no  doubt  is  a  contributing  factor. 

Following  complaints  by  the  Kent  Rivera  Board  of  the 
poor  quality  and  analytical  results  of  the  effluent  discharged 
from  the  Borough  Outfall  Works  near  Rolvenden  Station,  a 
professional  firm  of  Civil  Engineers  have  been  consulted 
with' a  view  to  improving  the  standard  of  the  effluent  to 
conform  with  that  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Commission  of  Rivers 
Pollution.  A  scheme  has  consequently  been  put  forward 
and  approved  in  principle  for  the  provision  of  an  additional 
Settlement  Tank,  three  additional  filters  and  other 
equipment,  not  only  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  existing 
effluent,  but  to  deal  with  the  ever-increasing  volume  of 
sewage  from  the  rapidly  developing  residential  areas  of  the 
Town. 

3«  Housing 

29  Private  houses  were  built  during  the  Year,  malting  a 
total  of  84  Private  houses  built  since  the  last  war.  The 
number  of  Council  houses  built  since  the  last  war  remains 
at  180. 

There  are  55  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 
houses. 

Pour  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  under  Part  11  of 
the  Housing  Act  1949,  and  Part  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  have  been  received  and  all  approved  for 
Grant  in  respect  of  improvements  to  be  carried  out. 

Inspection  of  20  private  dwelling  houses  within  the 
Borough  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  Part  1  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  relating  to  the 
standard  of  fitness  for  human  habitation  has  so  far  been 
carried  out. 
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4*  I1ursiiy{  Homes 

There  is  one  Nursing  Horae  in  the  District  containing 
24  beds,  1 2  of  which  are  for  maternity  patients  and  12  for 
medical  or  surgical  patients.  The  Home  continues  to  be 
efficiently  managed  and  reaches  a  high  standard  in  all 
respects. 

5,  Hop-pickers*  Gamps 

Inspections  of  the  five  camps  accommodating  about 
350  persons  were  carried  out  during  the  Season.  Conditions 
were  generally  satisfactory. 

6.  Eradication  of  Vermin 

No  reports  of  cases  of  infestation  by  fleas  or  bugs  wore 
made  or  found  during  the  Year. 

7 •  Milk  Supplies 

There  were  five  registered  Distributors  of  Milk  and  one 
registered  Dairy  in  the  Borough.  Pour  of  the  supplies  are 
Pasteurised  and  one  Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised). 

All  the  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

8,  Meat  and  other  Foods 


One  of  the  two  small  slaughterhouses  attached  to 
Butchers’  Shops  is  now  dis-used,  but  the  other  is  fairly 
frequently  used.  Considerable  repair  has  been  carried  out 
to  the  latter  relating  to  ventilation,  disposal  of  waste  water, 
flooring,  lairage  and  general  structure. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
'excluding  j 
Cows 

t - -L 


i  Sheep  1 

Cows  !  Calves;  and  j 

Lambs ! 


No.  killed 
No.  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

t 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  - 

i 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 


Pigs  j 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 
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1  cwt  40  i  lbs  meat;  1  cwt  32  lbs  canned  food^  2 4  pint 
Evaporated  and  condensed  milk,  3  stones  fish,  lli  lbs. 
cheese  and  8  lbs.  confectionery  we re  condemned  during  the 
year. 


9. 


Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens  were  regularly  inspected 
and  conditions  found  satisfactory. 

Eighteen  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken,  fifteen  of 
which  were  Categorised  Grade  1  and  three  Grade  11. 

No  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 


Details  of  Inspection  work  carried  outs- 


No.  of  Vis 


•  •  9 


•  •  • 
9  9  9 


Hop-pickers  Camps  ... 

Bakehouses  . . . 

Slaughterhouses  . . . 

Other  Pood  Preparing  Places  (excluding  Ice-Cream) 
Milk  Samples 
Ice  Cream  Samples 
Factories 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Sanitary  Accommodation 
Drainage 
Cesspools 

Offensive  Accumulations. . . 

Refuse  receptacles  ... 

Public  Health  Nuisances... 

Water  Supplies  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 

Rodent  Control  ... 


•  •  t 


9  9  9 
t  •  9 


•  • 


3 

2 

3 

7 

7 

18 

3 

4 
1 

4 

62 

1 

1 


14 

20 

20 

8 


180 


FACTORIES  ACT ,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Roister 


Number  of 
Inspections: 


Written 

Notices 


Occupj 

prosec 


(D 


Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4>  and  6  are  to  be 


enforced  by  Local  Authorities 


ii.  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 


iii  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
ou  t -work© r  s ' pr emises ) _ 


TOTALS 


2, 


Oases  in  which  defects  were  found 


\ 


Par  hioulars 


iPound 


(2) 


Humber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

Remedied  |  To  H.M.  ,  By  H.M. 

!  Inspector:  Inspector 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


cleanliness 

,  A 


r  s, 


ant  of 

ver crowding  (S. zj 
nreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
□adequate  Ventilation  (S„4) 
□.effective  drainage  of  floors 

(So6) 

anitary  Convenience  (S.7) 

a)  Insufficient 

b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
her  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 
(6) 


‘ 


. 


